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INTENT 

At Holywell, we use our school vision, Flowing, Strengthening, and Deepening, to guide our music intent: 

 Flowing – developing a secure understanding of improvisation, composition, pulse, rhythm, pitch and different musical genres. 

 Strengthening – becoming more confident as a musician when performing, developing correct body and instrument positioning and developing 

excitement, enjoyment and application of music 

 Deepening – developing musical appreciation, understanding of different genres, using music to support emotional literacy 

Our Music progression enables children to understand musical concepts through a mastery approach to learning. Learning about the same musical concept 
through different musical activities enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical skills.  

Musical teaching and learning is not neat or linear. The strands of musical learning are part of the learning spiral. Over time, children can both develop new musical 
skills and concepts, and re-visit established musical skills and concepts. Repeating a musical skill doesn’t necessarily mean their progress is slowing down or their 
development is moving backwards! It's just shifting within the spiral. Mastery means both a deeper understanding of musical skills and concepts and learning 
something new. 

We use the national curriculum as the basis of our own curriculum, which states that: 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high quality music education should 
engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, 
creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing 
them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.  
 
The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  
 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, 
including the works of the great composers and musicians  
 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the 
opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to 
the next level of musical excellence  
 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related 
dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

At Holywell School our music provision is delivered by a specialist teacher (…….cvc) who bases our curriculum on the principals of the National Curriculum 2013. 

We also use SingUp to augment our provision.  

  



 

 

The Key Concepts in Music 

M1:  Listening and appraising 

To know some songs from memory, to name the styles of the songs, to talk about the musical characteristics of the song, to talk about the lyrics in 

the song, the texture, dynamics, tempo, rhythm, pitch and timbre, to identify the structure eg the intro, verse, chorus and to talk about the historical 

context of the song 

M2:  Composition and improvisation 

To know that music you create is like writing a story, it can be played or performed again. To know that a composition has pulse, rhythm and pitch 

that work together and are shaped by tempo, dynamics, texture and structure, to recognise the connection between sound and symbol.  

To know that improvisation is making up your own tunes on the spot, that it has never been heard before and belongs to them. 

M3:  Performing 

To know and be able to talk about performing is sharing music with an audience, that everything that is performed should be planned and learned, 

that the words must be sung or said confidently, that the performance can be a special occasion and involve an audience, that a performance 

involves communicating ideas, thoughts and feelings.  

 

 

Timetabling  

In years EYFS to Y6 music is taught each week by a music specialist and/or the class teacher. In EYFS music is also taught through expressive arts and 

design. Musical instruments are used in lessons and performances throughout all year groups. Lessons are 30 minutes in EYFS, 40 minutes in Years 1 

and 2, and 50 minutes in years 3 to 6. The children also have weekly singing assembly with our music specialist.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Music lesson structure 

Music lessons at Holywell are taught by our school music specialist each week. The class teacher also leads some lessons. Within music lessons the children are 

given a variety of opportunities to listen to and appraise music from a range of genres, opportunities for playing instruments and singing, and opportunities to 

create, improvise and compose. Every lesson builds upon and develops the children’s knowledge and understanding of the inter-related dimensions of music eg 

pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, pitch and timbre. The children are taught to read stave musical notation from Key Stage 1. 

 

Instrumental playing  

At Holywell within curriculum music lessons our children learn to play a wide range of un-tuned percussion, tuned percussion (glockenspiels, boomwhackers) 

recorders, djembes, keyboards and ukuleles. Children will use these instruments to support the learning outlined in the national curriculum eg improvising with 

pentatonic scales on glockenspiels.   

Year Group Progression of musical instrument teaching within class lessons 
 

EYFS Un-tuned percussion, boomwhackers, glockenspiels  
 

Year 1 As above plus learning C D E on glockenspiels 
 

Year 2 As above plus learning to read western notation C D E using glockenspiels 
 

Year 3 As above learning C D E F G 
 

Year 4 As above learning C D E F G on glockenspiels and A B C on recorders 
 

Year 5 Learning C D E F G A B C’ on keyboards, learning to play the ukulele, music technology – garage 
band  
 

Year 6 Continuing with C D E F G A B C’ on keyboards, learning to play djembes, music technology – 
garage band 
 

 



 

Musical Events at Holywell 

Christmas performance (nativity or cabaret) by each class 

Year 3 and Year 4 production in spring term 

Year 5 and Year 6 production in summer term 

EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 production or concert in summer term  

Choir performances throughout the year – Christmas fair, church services, concerts for parents, in assembly, at the village music festival, church well dressing 

service etc 

Young Voices at London O2 

Children playing in celebration assembly on a Friday 

Music lesson showcases 

 

Cultural Capital 

We aim to provide as many opportunities as we can for the children at Holywell to develop their love of and exposure to a wide range of music.  

The children are able to learn a wide variety of musical instruments during their time at Holywell eg djembes, recorder, guitar, drums, ukulele, piano and keyboard. 

The children are able to take the instruments home to practise. They perform for their parents and the rest of school at the end of each term.  

The music specialist leads 2 choirs, one for KS1 and one for KS2. The children perform regularly in assemblies, in church and to parents.  

Recorder club for KS2 children – they perform in assembly and in concerts 

The children are invited to perform work from their class units, individual music lessons or from out of school lessons in whole school assemblies. 

The children in Key Stage 1 visit the local over 60s group to sing and perform their Christmas Nativity.  

The children learn a wide and diverse range of songs and hymns to sing in assembly.  

Classes perform plays each year, from Nativity plays in EYFS and Key Stage 1 to musicals, carol concerts and Shakespeare plays in Key Stage 2.  

Classes visit other sites of cultural interest to sing and hear music eg Ely Cathedral, St John the Baptist Church, The O2 Arena for Young Voices. 

Out of school clubs provide the children with opportunities to sing, dance and perform eg ‘Theatre Artz’ 

Opportunities are taken to link learning to other curriculum subjects, such as making musical instruments when learning about sounds and hearing in science.  



Diversity 

Through SingUp units of work and listening to the recommended play list with the Model Music Curriculum the children are experiencing a wide range of musical 

styles and genres from across the world and through history.  

The children listen to a wide range of music in assembly each day. 

The children have access to a wide range of percussion instruments to use in their music lessons. 

Children have opportunities to listen to recordings of performers of all abilities and live musicians playing a wide range of instruments and styles.  

 

SEND 

All children are included in music lessons. Activities are adapted to be accessible for all children if needed. At Holywell singing is for everyone. An important part of 

our role as teachers and singing leaders is to take steps to remove barriers to music making and singing for all children, including those with special educational 

needs. 

Music can offer the chance to develop confidence and self-belief, as young people may be able to engage with music even if they struggle in other areas of 

education and general life. They can also explore their own self-expression, identity and creativity, and feel a sense of control that they may not experience in 

other areas of their lives. Group music-making and singing can help to build social, interaction and communication skills, and young people that have previously 

struggled to work with other people often begin to communicate and find ways to work together. We keep sessions active with lots of movement, as some 

children may find it hard to sit still. 

 

Assessment 

Teachers assess children during music lessons. We assess them to check what they are learning and to inform us about what to teach next. Feedback is given 

immediately, in the moment, eg supporting a child to hold an instrument correctly, modelling how to do something, demonstrating, showing and giving 

instruction. Assessment in music allows us to spot any gaps in the teaching, to identify any misconceptions and supports us to develop the curriculum if necessary.  

 

Additional music lessons 

At Holywell children are able to have additional music lessons in recorders, piano, keyboard and guitar. These are 1 to 1 or small group lessons carried out during 

the school day by out of school providers. Funding is available for pupil premium children if they show interest in learning an instrument.  

 

 



Support for health and well-being 

Teachers at Holywell work closely with the music specialist to support any children with their health and well-being. Adults are aware of any specific behaviour 

triggers and adapt the way they work as necessary. Room layout is considered so the space feels safe if they are feeling anxious or overwhelmed. Sessions are kept 

active with lots of movement, as some children may find it hard to sit still. Adults take time to consider as many opportunities as possible to incorporate the 

children’s ideas and to celebrate their contributions eg ideas for songs, how to sing or improve things. Recordings of performances are shared on Seesaw for 

children to celebrate their learning and achievements with their families/carers.  

 

Music hub involvement 

The music specialist and music lead work with the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough music hub. We use the hub for contacts, CPD and advice. Our musical 

provision at Holywell was celebrated in 2023 with us being invited to be a Music Mark School in recognition of a commitment to providing a high quality music 

education for all children and young people.  

 

Information for stakeholders 

Parents and governors are invited to musical performances at Holywell. Teachers share class learning using Seesaw and upload information, photos or video clips 

from music lessons for children to share their learning at home.  

 

School ensemble / band 

We have plans to start a ‘Boomwhacker’ and drumming band at Holywell. The band will initially be for KS2 children but with the aim to also have a KS1 band. The 

children will perform in a band for the school performances, productions, concerts etc. 

 

Live performances 

The children at Holywell watch a musical pantomime each year, funded by the Holywell School Association. The school welcomes music teachers to showcase their 

lessons and perform live music for the children in assembly. Musical parents are invited into school to play their instrument for the children during assembly. The 

music lead is developing links with Somersham brass Band, RAF Wyton Band, Bluntisham Ukuleles and several parent volunteers to develop the opportunities for 

the children to hear live performances.  

 

 


