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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back to the second half of the autumn term, the run in to Christmas has begun! 

The last half term was certainly a busy one and included events such as Harvest, see the 

photograph below of the generous  contributions packed up and awaiting pick up by the 

food bank. As you are aware another event was that our long wait for an Ofsted inspection 

finally came to an end, It had been over 11 years since the school was last inspected, a time 

before any of the children currently in the school were born! We are still waiting for the 

inspection document to be made public but I would certainly hope that this will happen 



within the month of November. Thank you for your patience in waiting for this and again 

thanks to those of you who were able to make the time to give your views about the school. 

In the last newsletter I made reference to two important policy documents, our new 

behaviour and attendance policies. Both of these have now been ratified and are on the 

school website, for ease I've linked them below. 

Behaviour,  

https://holywellprimary.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=406&type

=pdf 

Attendance,  

https://holywellprimary.ovw9.devwebsite.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=404&type

=pdf 

We've also been trying to refine the school's approach to written communications as we are 

aware that there are a lot of channels and that this can be overwhelming. A summary is 

below 

Seesaw - Used as an informal communication tool between, teachers and parents. This 

might be used for reminders, homework type tasks, individual communications, celebrating 

good work etc. It's used much more extensively in Willow class as it supports the learning 

journal in this year group. 

Facebook - Sometimes a Seesaw post might be used on the school's Facebook account but 

only if all correct photo permissions are in place. 

Email - Generally speaking these communications will come from the office, subject leaders 

or myself and will involve whole school information. Class teachers will sometimes email 

about more formal matters which require a response, such as a class trip. 

Newsletter - This is half termly and contains whole school and subject based information, 

not class specific information. 

Website - All statutory information about the school and some useful links . 

I hope this is a useful summary if you have any questions or points to raise about this please 

let me know. head@holywell.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

Paul Baddeley 
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An eventful last lunch before half term. 

Your children may have mentioned to you that there was a surprise visitor in the school hall 

for the final lunch of the half term. A rather startled bat somehow found its way into a very 

noisy and busy space. The children reacted brilliantly to what was quite an unsettling lunch 

time and we were able to manage the situation calmly as a result. The hall was emptied as 

soon as we were able and Mr Turner was able to carefully remove the bat. 

 



Parents/Carer Evenings and Workshops 

 

These take place next week on Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th November. We will be 

using Pupil Asset as the means to book the appointments. The facility to make the bookings 

will be made live at 2pm on Wednesday 6th November, please note that  until that time you 

will not be able to make a booking. Meetings will take place in school  and are for 10 

minutes, children's books will be available to look at while you wait. If you are unable to 

make it on either of those days or think you will require a longer meeting then please get in 

touch with your child's teacher as we can arrange appointments at other times and by 

phone as needed.  

This year we are changing the way that we report children's progress to parents/carers. 

Rather than a lengthy written report at the end of the year, we plan on sharing smaller 

chunks of information more regularly so that this is more useful to you and can be discussed 

with your child's teacher throughout the year. To begin with this will apply to children in 

years 3- 6. The children have recently completed tests in school and the teacher will email 

you an analysis of the outcomes of these tests for your child. You should expect to receive 

this email this Friday (8th November).  This information will then form an important part of 

the conversation you have with your child's teacher next week. Unfortunately we don't hold 

this level of test data for our younger children. 

Class teacher's will then follow this up with virtual parent workshops the following week 

(see dates below). These will be hosted on teams and teacher's will send out invites nearer 

to the time but they should be useful in helping to address any common themes that 



parents/carers can help with in their child's learning. These meetings will apply to all classes 

except Willow class who have already had an in person parent workshop this term. 

Poppies 

 

Poppies will be available for sale in school from tomorrow until Remembrance Day next 

Monday. These will be taken around the classes on a daily basis. There is no minimum 

donation for one of the paper poppies but for some of the other items which will be 

available such as wristbands, reflectors and metal poppies, we would suggest a minimum 

donation of £1.50. 



Playground Project 

 

As you are aware this year the school celebrates its 150th birthday. One of the bigger 

projects that we hope to achieve is to repurpose the land where the caretakers bungalow 

used to stand. The idea would be that we would be able to lay some artificial turf and create 

more playground space for the children which we could use all year round. We are some way 

into this project, Miss Fabisz has been able to secure a grant from Sport England which will 

help greatly with the costs and the HSA have also agreed to channel funds into this area.  We 

will still need more help both financial and practical in order to complete the project 

however.  

A team of volunteers from Astra Zeneca have already been engaged to clear the overgrown 

vegetation from the area later this month. Following this we would the need the area to be 

excavated to a minimum of 100mm and would then require a layer of hardcore to be laid on 

top of this. (MOT Type 1 stone). If there are any of you who have the necessary resources, 

equipment and related insurances to help us with this it would be greatly appreciated. 

Please do get in touch. Likewise if any parents/carers have experience of how the school can 

raise further funds to support the project we would love to hear from you. 



Information From The Education Inclusion Family Advisor 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Notices 

 

Dates 

 

New Dates In Bold 

 



• 5th November - TAG Rugby tournament Y6 

• 8th November - Y3 Trip Flag Fen 

• 5th - 11th November - Poppies for sale at school (See above) 

• 11th November - Remembrance Assembly 

• 11th November - Y5/Y6 Mixed Football Tournament 

• 12th November - Anti-Bullying Assembly (Anti- Bullying week from this day) 

• 13th November - Parent/Carer Meetings 3.30 -7pm (See above) 

• 14th November Parent/Carer Meetings 3.30 - 5.30pm (See above) 

• 15th November - Children in Need Day (Separate letter to follow) 

• 18th November - Parent Carer Virtual Workshops (see above) Y1 - 4 - 4.30, Y6, 5 -

5.30. 

• 19th November - Girls Football Tournament 

• 19th November - Parent Carer Virtual Workshops (see above) Y3 - 4 - 4.30, Y4, 5 -

5.30. 

• 20th November - Parent Carer Virtual Workshops (see above) Y2 - 4 - 4.30, Y5, 5 -

5.30. 

• 26th November - Y4/5 Football Tournament 

• 6th December HSA Christmas Fair  3.30 - 5.30 

• 10th December - 9.30 - Willow - Wriggly Nativity   

• 11th December - 9.30 -Ash  - The Big Little Nativity 

• 11th December - 2.15 - Elm - A Fireside Nativity 

KS2 Christmas Cabaret Dates to Follow. 

• 12th December - School Christmas Dinner 

• 12th December - Christmas Jumper Day 

• 13th December - HSA Christmas Disco 

• 17th December Carols by Starlight on School Playground. 

• 23rd December - 3rd January - Christmas Break (School Closed) 

• 6th January - Staff Training Day (School Closed) 

• 7th January - Spring Term Begins 
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