Phonics Glossary

What is a What is a

phoneme? 7
A phoneme is the A is the
smallest unit of sound way we write a
inaword. , , phoneme. l
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Example: @\: Example:
/k/ /k/ can be written 5 ways
A c k ck qu ch

Phoneme - The smallest unit o]( sound eg ‘sssss', ‘mmmmm’. There are approximatetg Ll phonemes
in English (it depends on different accents). Phonemes can be put together to make words.

Gro.pheme - A way of wr'Lti.ng down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made up from | letter e.g. p, 2
letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or b letters e.qg ough.

GPC - This is short for Gro,pheme Phoneme Correspondence. Knowing a GPC means be'Lng able to

match a phoneme to a 9FO.P|’I€[TL2 and. vice versa.

D'Lgro.ph -A grapheme containing two letters that makes just one sound (phoneme).

igh

Oral Btend.i.ng - This involves hearlng phonemes and beLng able to merge them together to
make a word. Children need to devetop this skill before theg will be able to blend written words.

Btendlng- This involves tooki.ng at a written word, tooking at each 9rapheme and using

k’.nowtedge of GPCs to work out which phoneme each 9ro,pheme represents and then merging these
phonemes together to make a word. This is the basis of read.'Lng.

OI"G.I. Segmenting - This is the act heo,r'Lng a whole word and then

sptitting it up into the phonemes that make it. Children need to d.evetop
this skill before thelj will be able to segment words to spett them.

Segmentlng - This involves heo,r'Lng a word, sp|.'Ltt'Lng it up into the
phonemes that make it, using Ienowtedge of GPCs to work out which

9ro,phemes represent those phonemes and then wr'Lt'Lng those 9ro.phemes

down in the r'Lght order. This is the basis of spettlng.



